July 31 - August 2, 2026 (Friday - Sunday)

RED RIVER DULCIMER FESTIVAL

(Last Update: 06/19/26, Subject To Change)

Jul 31 - Friday Main Area area1 Side Area area2 Back Room area 3 SS Room area 4 Jam Tent
1:00 pm - 1:15]| | Welcome
1:15 pm - 2:15 Sacred Harp Singing Beginning Hammered Beginning & Beginning Beginning(BBP%vl\lu?d Psaltery
Vocal-Al Du'CImel’(HD-B'&AB) Agaln(MD-B&.AB) P . Vanderveers
D;ve Para (loaner HDs available) (loaner MDs available) (loaner BPs available)
David & Dana Irma Reeder Scott Reeder
2:30 pm - 3:30 Canjo Buildingan) “Twisting of the Rope” Embellishments & Covering | Beginning Penny Whistlerw.s)
(simple stringed instrument (HD-AB up) up the Hiccupsmp-) (Inexpensive PWs available)
with tin can resonator, small Scott Reeder Duane Porterfield Joel Vanderveer Cheap
3:45 pm - 4:45 fee {0 cover cost of materials) S i . . . Adobes
David, Dana, Steve Dowell, moother & Cleanerp-as up) Chords & Melodiesvp- Banjo — Basic Bum-Ditty.-s)
Nicholas Vanderveer Luke Vanderveer Irma Reeder Duane Porterfield
4:45 pm - 7:00| | Dinner Break
7:00 pm - 9:00| |Instructor / Attendee Jam (all acoustic instruments welcome)
Aug 1 - Saturday Main Area area 1 | Side Area area 2 Back Room areas | SS ROOM areas | Jam Tent
9:30 am -10:30 Beginning Mountain Intro to the Hammered .
Dulcimerwp-s & 2B) Dulcimerp-s & AB) Singing Songsikids 2 to 92) BOZ?;S;:‘:\'/:/;Z‘I(Z)D-A") %ahvee &
: : ; ryl
(loaner MDs available) (loaner HDs available) Dana & Judy Hamilton Irma Reeder Turner
Allie Gill Scott Reeder
10:45am -11:45 “The Parting Glass”p-) | Learn a Song or TWO(HD-AB up) Y :,n;rizs".'gth “The Bonnie Banks” pw-aB up) Cheap
Duane Porterfield David & Dana our Banawidthian Scott Reeder Adobes
Vanderveers
11:45 am -12:30| |Lunch (available at the Community House for a donation)
12:30 pm - 2:00| | Midday Concert — Sunflower Strummers (Gill family), The Houston Family, Morningside
2:15pm - 3:15 What in the World is “Jimmy Mo Mhile Stér” using Musical Saw Basics Taking the Fiddle
“1,4,5 Chords”?wvb-aB up) Hand-Independencep-i D > LAl to Performance Levelrp.ss) | Vanderveers
. uane Porterfield
Annette Lindsey Scott Reeder Bruce Thomson
3:30 pm - 4:30 . Luke’s Tips, Tricks, & Autoharp is Easy Walking Guitar Bass Dave &
Try ItD‘Sg:]Z ;gr?gr?i(gi?j—% ue) TechniquesHp-AB up) Peasy!!s s np) Linescuitar-1y Cheryl
Luke Vanderveer Annette Lindsey Nicholas Vanderveer Turner
4:45 pm - 5:30 Fun Music Toys & Jama)
David & Dana
5:30 pm - 7:00| | Dinner Break
7:00 pm - 9:00| | Concert featuring Duane Porterfield, Sweet Song String Band, the Vanderveer Brothers, Irma & Scott Reeder, Cheap Adobes

Aug 2 - Sunday

10:30 am -12:00

Old time hymn sing-along worship service

6:30 pm - 8:30

Final concert featuring Duane Porterfield, Sweet Song String Band, the Vanderveer Brothers, Irma & Scott Reeder, Cheap Adobes

Instruments: BD = Bodhran (Irish drum), BJ = Banjo, BP = Bowed Psaltery, FD = Fiddle, HD = Hammered Dulcimer, MD = Mountain Dulcimer, PW = Penny Whistle

Skill level:

B = Beginner, AB = Advanced Beginner, | = Intermediate, All = All levels

Attendees can take any workshop regardless of skill level, but class will be taught at the advertised skill level — challenge yourself!
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Friday Workshops

1:15 pm - 2:15

2:30 pm - 3:30

3:45 pm - 4:45

Area 1

Area 2

Area 3

Area 4

Area 1

Area 2

Area 3

Area 4

Area 1
Area 2

Area 3

Area 4

Sacred Harp Singing(voca-aly — Dave Para

Even if you've never heard of Sacred Harp singing, Dave can show you the ropes and get you started on this historical way of learning to
read music by shapes. It’s really not that hard and you believe the harmonies you are going to hear and the beautiful tunes and poetry
involved! Come join us for an hour of beautiful music!

Beginning Hammered Dulcimerp-s & ) (loaner HDs available) - David & Dana
Let David and Dana introduce you into the world of the hammered dulcimer. They are great beginner teachers that love to get people into
playing the dulcimer and some tunes. Some loaner instruments will be available.

Beginning & Beginning Again Mountain Dulcimernps & Ae) — Irma Reeder
Let's start playing! We'll have some fun reviewing the basics, playing songs, and strumming chords. Whether you are beginning or
beginning again, there will be something here to help you on your way.

Beginning Bowed Psalteryespr-s up) - Scott Reeder
Producing beautiful ethereal sounds, the bowed psaltery is an easy instrument to begin making music with. Come learn how to play a few
tunes. Plenty of loaner instruments will be available so you can try it out yourself.

Canjo Buildingan A 2-hour workshop (children with parents or kids of all ages) - Steve Dowell, David, Dana, and Nicholas
The Canjo is a simple stringed instrument with a tin can resonator that is a lot of fun to build and play. A $10 fee will cover all the needed
materials and you will walk away with a playable musical instrument. Before you leave we will have a short lesson on how to play it!

“Twisting of the Rope” +p-as up) - Scott Reeder

The pretty Irish love song, “Twisting of the Rope” (Casadh An Tsugain) was popularized by the 2015 film “Brooklyn,” sung in Irish sean-nés
style (emphasizing natural emotion and expression). The song was collected in County Mayo in 1792 by Edward Bunting but may be much
older. In a broad theme of the day, it is a lament of ethnic Irish people and their descendants forced to leave Ireland without the possibility
of ever returning to the country they loved (Irish diaspora). We'll learn it using a right-hand lead hammering pattern to make it flow very
smoothly.

Embellishments & Covering up the Hiccupswp-y — Duane Porterfield
Come learn fun embellishments and how to cover up hiccups in your mountain dulcimer playing.

Beginning Penny Whistlerw-s) - Joel Vanderveer

Come learn what a penny whistle is, how to play it, and a few songs to get you started on your penny whistle journey. Experience how
beautiful and simple this instrument really is! For any of the Red River penny whistle classes, bring your own whistle in the key of “D” or buy
an inexpensive one from one of the on-site vendors.

Canjo Buildingai - continued
How to Play Songs Smoother & Cleanerp-as up) — Luke Vanderveer
Taking songs from a beginner sound to a more musical sound.

Chords & Melodiesvp-) — Irma Reeder
Let's enjoy learning a few songs, then practice our chords while we accompany each other. This is a fun way to memorize chords along
the fretboard and learn skills for playing with others.

Banjo — Basic Bum-Dittys.-8) — Duane Porterfield
Getting to know the banjo, learning the basic bum-ditty and your first chords.
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Saturday Workshops

9:30 am - 10:30 Area 1

Area 2

Area 3

Area 4

10:45am-11:45 Area 1

Area 2

Area 3

Area 4

(Continued on next page)

Beginning Mountain Dulcimerwp-s & as) — Allie Gill

Let Allie show you how easy it is to play the mountain dulcimer. She is a great beginner teacher that loves to get people playing the
dulcimer with some easy tunes. Some loaner instruments will be available.

Intro to the Hammered Dulcimer+p-s & aBp) — Scott Reeder

Have you ever wanted to start playing the hammered dulcimer, or are you just curious to see what it is all about? Come learn the simple
note layout and how to play. It's easy to get started. Don’t have a dulcimer? Some loaner dulcimers will be available.

Singing Songskids 2 to 92) — Dana & Judy Hamilton
Participatory singing songs for kids ages 2 to 92!

Bodhran for Fungp-an — Irma Reeder

The Bodhran is the Irish frame drum used in Celtic music. This is about the most fun you can have and still be legal! Whether you're
playing boxes or a real drum, we'll cover the basics and get you drumming to a few exciting tunes! This class is not intended to present
historical technique. Everything you need for this session is provided! Join us for a toe-tapping good time!

“The Parting Glass” p-i) — Duane Porterfield
Learn “The Parting Glass” because it's beautiful on the mountain dulcimer.

Learn a Song or TwWop-as up) — David & Dana
Let David and Dana teach you a couple of fun tunes on hammered dulcimer to take home and play and teach your group.

Increasing Your Bandwidth i - The Vanderveers

Arranging and Performing with a Group — Come listen, learn, and enjoy our presentation and live demonstration as we share what we
have learned about arranging over the years. We will share techniques we use and demonstrate their application, as well as show whole
arrangements and how they were created. No instruments necessary.

“The Bonnie Banks o’ Loch Lomond” pw-as up) — Scott Reeder

This folk song has origins in the 1745 Jacobite rebellion when Bonnie Prince Charlie was forced to retreat from England. For two of his
soldiers imprisoned on the Scottish border, one was released and one executed. The first took the “high road” (the earthly way) back
home. Following Scottish legend, the second soldier took the “low road,” he returned home in spirit. While learning the pretty melody,
we’ll focus on Irish style and a few basic whistle ornaments to make it really sound “Irish.”
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Saturday Workshops (concluded)

2:15pm-3:15 Area1

Area 2

Area 3

Area 4

3:30 pm-4:30 Area1

Area 2

Area 3

Area 4

4:45 pm-5:30 Area 1

What in the World is “1,4,5 Chords”?wp-as up) — Annette Lindsey
Mountain dulcimer and other instruments — If you know the 1,4,5 chords you can backup almost any song in any key!! Let's work on that!!

“Jimmy Mo Mhile Stér” using Hand-Independencep-) - Scott Reeder

Learn the beautiful traditional Irish love song, “Jimmy Mo Mhile Stér” (My Beloved Little Jimmy) first published in Francis O’Neill's 1903
Music of Ireland. This arrangement uses piano-style arpeggiated chords, rolled chords and melodic accompaniment runs. A link to a play-
along help video will be provided after class.

Musical Saw Basicsi) — Duane Porterfield
How to make this tool sing, some loaners will be available.

Taking the Fiddle to Performance LevelFp-ss)) — Bruce Thomson

This hands-on workshop will explore North American fiddle styles by teaching two tunes that are commonly played by dulcimer-centric jam
sessions. While most fiddlers play by ear, we will also provide sheet music for folks who are "paper trained." The workshop is intended for
beginning to intermediate musicians, but participants of all abilities are welcome as are players of other instruments (except bassoons).

Try It With a Capowp-as up) — Duane Porterfield
Come learn how to use a capo with your mountain dulcimer playing to extend what you can do with your playing.

Luke’s Tips, Tricks, & Techniquesp-as up) — Luke Vanderveer
Learn specific things about Luke’s playing that have made his playing what it is.

Autoharp is Easy Peasy!!(s s as) — Annette Lindsay
We will refresh beginners and learn to pick out a couple of songs.

Walking Guitar Bass Linesuitar-) — Nicholas Vanderveer
Learn how to use scales to walk between chords in an alternating-bass accompaniment style.

Fun Music Toys & Jam) - David & Dana

With Dana’s usual hilarious outbursts, let him show you some fun rhythm instruments and toys that make great noise. You will be able to try
all of them. Everyone else is invited on all instruments to guide the tunes in this fun jam. Kids and adults alike will have a blast!
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